2 November, 1928.]
 INDIAN  STATUTORY COMMISSION.
		
Mr   miles irving, C.I.E., O.B.E., I.C.S.
 \Contiwued.
 

had not .access to the interior of a, Hindu-t«^g£ We then came to the conclusion that ™E« ™* about- 2i millions of that class in the Bombay
PTR%e£7hadur *«*«* '• That is the same test applied
in-the Punjab at the top of page 8*.	—•„«..
tA* C*i«iMn: It is stated here that minor " temples were not closed to them ; and in other " respects there was a great variation in the degreejof " liberty given in social intercourse." That is frankly my ow? impression, Mr. Rajah. We must spend a little time in trying to understand what is meant by this expression/ " untouchable " in the Punjab. On
 the other hand it seems to me pretty clear that the full extent of the hardship which is suffered undoubtedly by untouchables in some parts of India is perhaps not well illustrated in the Punjab. Is that
*°Rao'TBahadur Rajah : My point is this. I want to
brine home to the minds of the British Commission
that although we form 2,268,000 of the total Hindu
population here, we are unrepresented in the local
council.	.	.
The Chairman :  I entirely appreciate your point.
250. Dr. Narang : May I put one question to the witness with the permission of the Chairman ? Is it a fact, Mr. Miles Irving, that a resolution was brought in the Punjab legislative council by a Hindu member to the effect that wells and public schools and such other public institutions should all be thrown open to the members of the depressed classes and that it was defeated by members of the Government and the Muslim votes ?—I have got only a dim recollection of it.
The Chairman : If I may say so, I do not think that answer establishes the fact. It is a suggestion made in a leading form in a question. It might or might not be a fact, but I do not think that we can investigate that subject now.
Afternoon.
(SiR zulfiqar ali khan was present at the afternoon session.)
Mr. MILES IRVING, C.I.E., O.B.E., I.C.S., Additional Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, Reforms
The Chairman : I might perhaps just say that the resolution on the subject of untouchable classes and the use of public wells which was referred to this morning by one of our colleagues is a resolution moved in March, 1925, in the legislative council by Mr. Mohanlal Bhatnagar, a Hindu member.
 1.	Raja Narendra Nath :   *      *      *      Mr. Irving,
you say that tenants generally belong to agricultural
classes ?—Yes.
 2.	They are generally illiterate ?—Yes.
 3.	The tenants  at will  are  generally  under the
thumb and control of the landlords ?—I should not
say that.    In the present shortage of tenants the
tenant is rather the master of the economic situation
in some parts.1
 4.	Generally speaking, what is the position in the
province as a whole ?—It is a very difficult statement
to make.    It differs certainly in the colonies where
the tenant can do what he likes.    There is com
petition for tenants.

 5.	The enfranchisement of tenants will lead to their
representation by landlords ?—Probably yes.    It is
very likely to lead to that result.
 6.	Therefore that statement on page 20* that " this
" differentiation would to some degree be relaxed if
" tenants of agricultural land were" enfranchised,"
has to be taken with a pinch of salt,, a very big
pinch ?—The differentiation arising from birth would
to a certain extent be relaxed.    It will be relaxed co
the extent to which the tenants are not members of
the agricultural tribes.
7i Not materially. It will not make much material difference, is that right ?—If the tenants are largely members of agricultural tribes, you are right. But it is a point on which we have got very imperfect information and it is quite possible that the tenant body in a certain district although notified as agricultural tribes in other districts is not notified as such in that district,,
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 8.	The Chairman :  Te.ll me, does the Land Aliena
tion Act prevent anybody from being a tenant ?—
No.
 9.	That is the point.    I do not know how fax it
works in practice, but I understand the point of this
paragraph is that if there was a vote more widely
spread  many  of  the  tenants   and  occupiers   may
exercise it.    The tenants and occupiers as far as the
law is concerned, might belong to a non-agricultural
tribe ?—Yes.
Raja Karenda Nath :   But they do not as a rule belong.
10.	The Chairman :  The proposition is a perfectly
simple one.    It is that the Land Alienation Act does,
not intend  to put restrictions  upon  the class  of
tenants and therefore if certain persons were tenants,
and the vote was extended to tenants that would
pro tanto relax the severity of the present position.
It still remains, I dare say, as I gather you imply,
that that would not be a very extensive practical
relief ; that is your point, Raja Sahib ?
Raja Naren$ra Nath :  Yes.
11.	Sir Hari Singh Gour :  What percentage of the
urban and what percentage of the rural voters in the
Punjab are literate ?—I am speaking from memory.
I should say 28 per cent, is roughly true for urban
and 9 per cent, for rural, but I should like to verify-
that.*
 12.	Sir Zulfiqar AH Khan :   In the statement you
submitted to the Chairman you gave the figures of
the voting strength of the different communities in
the Punjab, Mussalmans, 266,000, Sikhs, 356,000, and
Others,  157,000.   Now I  should like to know the
disparity between the Muslim voters and the non-
Muslim voters ?—That can be calculated.    256,000
against 315,000 ; that is, it corned to 59,000.
 13.	This is the difference between the Muslim and
non-Muslim voters ?—Yes.
14.	You are aware, Mr. Miles Irving, that in the*
Punjab,   according  to  Mr.   Darling's   estimate  the
Muslim agricultural classes are indebted to the tune*
* note.—The witness subsequently gajve the percentage-£or literacy among adult males as 9*4 for 5;he whole province, and 16-5 fox a few selected towns.

